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GREATER CHICAGO CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

Lunch and Meeting Pricing: 

Advanced Registration ASSE Members and Guests: $20 

Registration at the Door: $25            Retired Emeritus Members: FREE 

Meeting Information: 

11:30 am Registration  12:00 pm Lunch 

12:45 pm Presentation    1:30 pm Executive Committee  

                                  Meeting (all welcome) 

Cucina Biagio Restaurant, 7313 W. Lawrence, Harwood Heights, IL 

(708-867-4641). Directions: From Downtown, take I-90 West (toward 

OôHare) to Harlem Avenue, exit South. Go approximately 1 mile to  Law-

rence, turn right (West) - on left side of street, about 1 block. 

RSVP to 773-894-7065, by April 4th and leave a message that includes 

your name, company name and phone number or respond directly to your 

E-vite. 

 

 

A full Biography for Mr. Rasch is located on page 5 of the newsletter.   

The presentation will provide an overview of emergency manage-
ment policies and procedures at the national and state levels, 
principally those instituted since 9/11, and will focus on the struc-
ture of emergency management within the State of Illinois and the 
mission of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency.    

Come join us to hear more.  We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Do you have a story or safety news that you would like to share?  Contact the 

Newsletter Editor, Dawn Boisvert  at dawnboisvert2003@yahoo.com, or call  

773-330-0723. 
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Presidentôs Report           April 2008 

 

 

Dear Greater Chicago Chapter Members, 

 

We still have a lot to do before June and not enough hours in the day!  One item that we really need 
to take serious is our student scholarship.  Donations are coming in very slowly.  We really need you 
to get your checkbook out and donate to OUR student scholarship.  Use the matching policy if your 
company has one.  We just need you to consider making a donation in any amount.  We want to 

present the check at the House of Delegates meeting at the PDC this June. 

 

Our Chapter sponsored a Webinar held at ASSE Headquarters on March 19, 2008.  It was quite a 
success and those present were able to earn valuable continuing education units.  The staff at 
ASSE was a great asset and made sure everything ran smoothly!  A big thank you goes Susan 

Lewis, Katie Koleski, Dan Swanson and Jon Schwerman for helping out.   

 

Here is a recap of the events of the last few weeks. 

Interaction with the UIC students continues to progress.  We are on target to vote on adding a 

student chapter before the end of the Chapter year. 

The Webinar held at ASSE Headquarters was a great success! 

We are continuing to add to our Stars points so if you have spoken, published or served on a 

Committee let me know. 

Donations for the Student Scholarship have begun to arrive at the ASSE Foundation office. 

 

As always, thank you all for your dedication to our profession.  Hope to see you soon at the next 

ASSE event!  Stay safe! 

 

Maribeth 
Maribeth A. Anderson 

President 
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Chapter Meeting Attendance Recognition 

CRITERIA FOR 2007-2008 CHAPTER YEAR 

The Executive Committee of the Greater Chicago Chapter would like to recognize the members who attend the 

monthly Chapter Meetings in the upcoming Chapter Year.  This will act as a very special thank you to those who dili-

gently attend our Chapter Meetings starting in September 2007 through June 2008. 

Levels   Attendance    Recognition Rewards          (Choice of one item per level) 

LEVEL I   Attends 3 out of 10 meetings                  (1) Leather business card holder 

       (2) Note pad with pen 

       (3) Desk clock 

LEVEL II   Attends 6 out of 10 meetings                  (1) Golf balls ï sleeve of 12 

       (2) Baseball cap 

       (3) Portfolio 

LEVEL III   Attends 9 out of 10 meetings                  (1) Fleece jacket ï menôs or womanôs 

       (2) Denim long sleeve shirt 

       (3) Polo shirt 

       (4) Lapel pin 

Kaufman’s Korner                 CRANE AND DERRICK INCIDENTS 

(www.thecrcenter.com) 

 
 ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññðññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññðñññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

There has been 2 recent, serious incidents and deaths involving cranes.  OSHA compliance for cranes and derricks is 
found at 29 CFR part 1926.550.   

The Crane Certification Association of America in Vancouver, WA purpose  is to promote crane safety, improve the cer-
tification profession and address the subject of crane safety in governmental forums. 

In fulfilling its purposes, the Association shall have the following objectives: 

To develop and/or promote educational information for increasing the knowledge and capabilities of the member-
ship. 

To develop and/or disseminate information and materials that will carry out the purposes of the Association and 
serve the public. 

To provide and/or support forums for the interchange and acquisition of professional knowledge among its mem-
bers. 

To foster liaison with governmental agencies that implement such other programs and projects that are consisted 
with the purpose of the Association. 

To conduct its affairs in a manner that will reflect the standards, purposes and objectives of the Association. 

Provide testing for practicing crane surveyors. 

Provide a professional designation to all members who successfully pass the Certified Crane Surveyors (CCS) test. 

 

http://www.thecrcenter.com/archives/2008/01/31/10-thing-to-help-prevent-global-warming/
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=10760
http://www.ccaaweb.net/


 

Recently you received Chapter mail, which included two ASSE Foundation cards.  We ask you to do 
the following. 

Give one ASSE Foundation card to the person who is responsible for charitable donations at 
your company. 

Secondly, consider making a small donation yourself. 

We have 325 Chapter Members who work for 176 companies.  If each Chapter Member donated a 
minimum of $20.00 and each Member Company donated just $50.00, we could easily reach our goal. 

 

Our goal is to present the Greater Chicago Chapter Scholarship at the June PDC. 

 

Although it would guarantee our goal, we are not requesting huge donations.  We would greatly 
appreciate any amount donated no matter what the amount is.  All donations are tax deductible.  
Write that check today! 

 

We will recognize each Chapter Member and/or company on the Greater Chicago Chapter website 
at http://www.assechgo.org/benefactors.htm and the ASSE Foundation web site at http://
www.asse.org/foundation/partners.php. 
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Help Support the Future of Safety 

Donate to the Greater Chicago Chapter Scholarship 

 

Are you studying for the ASP / CSP?  Would you like to join a study group of motivated individu-
als?  Email mandmerson@aol.com if you are interested in joining.  Once we get an idea of who will 
participate, we will make meeting locations accessible to everyone. 

 

ASP / CSP STUDY GROUP 

http://www.assechgo.org/benefactors.htm
http://www.asse.org/foundation/partners.php
http://www.asse.org/foundation/partners.php
mailto:mandmerson@aol.com


APRIL SPEAKER  ñ  Paul H. Rasch, Jr. 

Regional Coordinator  

Illinois Emergency Management Agency  
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA:  

Paulõs involvement in public safety dates to 1974, when he first became a volunteer firefighter, and has also 
included experience in the disciplines of emergency management, communications, emergency medical ser-
vices, hazardous materials and law enforcement.  He also served in a proprietary defense industry fire/
security operation for seven years. 

 

After joining the Illinois Emergency Management Agency in 1999 as part of the Bureau of Operations, Paul 
served first in Springfield and was appointed to his current position of Region 3 Coordinator in 2002.  Hon-
ored as IEMAõs Employee of the Quarter for his management of the Utica tornado response in 2004, he has 
deployed to virtually every disaster the Agency has been involved with during his tenure.  Additionally, Paul 
led Incident Management Teams to Florida in 2004 following Hurricane Ivan and to Mississippi in 2005 fol-
lowing Hurricane Katrina.  He also serves as a member of Illinoisõ award winning State Weapons of Mass De-
struction Team. 

 

Nationally, Paul is heavily involved with the Emergency Management Accreditation Program, serving that 
organization both as an Assessor and as Chairman of the EMAP Standards Subcommittee.  He represents 
EMAP on the National Fire Protection Association Technical Committee on Disaster/Emergency Manage-
ment and Business Continuity Programs, and is a member of the NIMS Integration Center Standards Practi-
tioner Working Group.  

 

 

PRESENTATION  

 

Emergency Management Today: Changing Times, Changing Relationships  

  

The presentation will provide an overview of emergency management policies and procedures at the national 
and state levels, principally those instituted since 9/11, and will focus on the structure of emergency manage-
ment within the State of Illinois and the mission of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency.  Existing and 
proposed mutual aid programs, networks, and public/private sector partnerships will be reviewed in detail, 
and the application of programs and standards such as the National Incident Management System (NIMS), 
the Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP) and NFPA 1600 (Emergency Management and 
Business Continuity) to the private sector and to proprietary security and safety organizations will be ex-
plored.  Audience questions and interaction are welcomed and encouraged.  

 

 



You might be a Safety Geek if: 
 
*    Your favorite pair of "dress shoes" has steel toes 
*    You've actually told your children not to run with scissors 
*    You know that if you can get an injured worker back to work on the 
same day that they are injured, you don't have to count their broken arm on 
your "serious injury" statistical reports 
*    You keep an equipment bag full of safety gear in the trunk of your 
car 
*    Your YouTube favorites list is filled with vehicle crashes and 
people falling off of things video clips 
*    You own FIVE different ladders so that you'll always have the "right 
tool for the job" 
*    When you stop someone who is doing something hazardous, you know 
exactly what to say to them when they tell you that they have "Been doing 
this for over 30 years!" 
*    You can explain the 1:10:30:600 ratio in considerable detail 
*    You at least once in your career have told a manager that he could 
go to jail for a safety violation 
*    You straighten out floor mats in the store so no one trips over it. 
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One day during Spring Break, I took my daughters Nicole and Samantha Anderson to visit the Shedd Aquarium. Our 

very own Allan Kaufman, Programs Chair and diver aficionado is a volunteer diver at the Shedd. Lucky for us, he would 

be volunteering the day of our visit. Allan graciously met us at the Caribbean Reef tank to provide us an in-depth look at 

what it takes to be a volunteer diver at the Shedd. He described all of the steps that are necessary before one can feed 

the fish. Allan showed us some recuperating water animals and described the type of equipment that is essential to 

complete a safe dive. 

Allan has been a Shedd volunteer for approximately four years. His love of diving and assisting the underwater animals 

fed his desire to give back by donating his time to the Shedd. Allan has also been our Program Chairperson for the last 

three years. He plans our events a year in advance so that we can secure interesting speakers at our monthly meet-

ings. He continues to do an outstanding job with our Chapter! Thank you Allan for a truly memorable trip to the Shedd!  

Allan provided a speaking demonstration to the audience on the preparations and activities of underwater feeding. 

Nicole, Allan & Samantha 

Please let us know if you know a Chapter Member who does something interesting or gives back to our Society in a 

positive way.  

A Member You Should Know  

(by Maribeth Anderson) 

You Might Be a Safety Geek If   

(By Alan D. Quilley CRSP) 

Enjoy Some Humor Today!  



What to expect in Las Vegas - PDC 2008 
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If it's your first time in Vegas you will definitely be in awe as you enter the Land of Oz. The Hotels, the Crowds and 
Prices are gigantic. First of all, don't let yourself be intimidated while gaming or going to a fine restaurant, everyone else 
is in the same boat with you and if they aren't you'll never see them again. 

 

At the airport you will leave your gate and get on a tram to pick up your luggage.  Follow the signs, itõs really easy. 

After claiming your luggage go out any door that has shuttle and cab service. Shuttles leave about every 10 minutes.  
The cost is $11.00 round trip (best deal). Call 24 hours before you leave to arrange for a pickup. They will pickup roughly 
2 1/2 hours before departure. 

Cabs start their meters at $3.30 plus the amount of passengers @ $1.00 plus mileage. By the time you reach your hotel it 
will be as much as the roundtrip shuttle. 

 

Getting around "The Strip" is easy, get in a crowd and let them push you where you want to go. If you do not have com-
fortable shoes take the Monorail. You can get from one end of the Vegas Strip to the other within 15 minutes. 

The cost is $5.00 for a single ride or $9.00 for a double. There are many other possibilities depending on your use or 
length of stay. Most hotels have route maps and rate guides available for your use; ask as you check in. Most impor-
tantly, the monorail stops at the convention center. 

The rail runs from 7:00am to 2:00am daily and 3:00am on weekends. 

 

Check with your hotel and see what they offer in your room for your use. Two things to look for are a safe and a small 
coffee pot. The safe is of obvious use but if you like your coffee when you are getting ready for the day you best be pre-
pared. I recently stayed at Caesar's Palace and coffee was about one half mile away (at the least) and $4.00 a cup. 

This makes for a good morning grump in most of those craving caffeine. 

Bring snacks along in your carry on luggage. Hotel costs are out of control and there are not a lot of places to buy on the 
Strip. 

Liquid refreshments are always at hand in the casinos. When going site-seeing, do not be afraid to buy from street ven-
dors selling water at $1.00 a bottle it's the best buy in town. 

 

There is a ton of "Top Name" entertainment during the month of June. Call or email your hotel for their lineups. Those 
staying at the Hilton I recommend seeing the "Schintas", a fantastic cabaret group with a long time local following. 

Some performers that will be in town are: Cher, Bette Midler, Elton John and regulars Penn and Teller. 

 

Be careful gaming! What you take to spend in Vegas stays in Vegas and more...................! 

 

Oh, and don't forget the weather, GREAT! 

Stay Safe, 

Al Borzych  



Mark your calendars! 

The 20th Annual Chicagoland Safety & Health Conference will be held on September 15 - 18, 2008 at the NIU-Naperville 

Campus. 

 HOT TOPICS IN SAFETY - INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE -  

CONSTRUCTION - SAFETY & HEALTH MANAGEMENT  

*Over 45 Specialty Topics!    *Keynote Speakers Each Conference Day! 

*One-Day Vendor Exhibit!    *Special Pre-Conference Sessions! 

*Excellent Networking!     *CEUs! 

*BCSP/ABIH Certification Credits!   *Great Facility! 

*Back by Popular Demand:  VPP/SHARPS Conference within a Conference! 

For more information as it becomes available, please visit the conference website at www.chisafetyconf.org, or call Allan 

Kaufman at 847-372-3063. 
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20th Annual Chicagoland Safety & Health Conference 

September 15, 2008 - September 18, 2008 

 

 
ISC Safety & Health Conference and Expo  

  

Illinois Safety Council Conference Highlights  

 John Drebinger, Thursday May 8th Keynote Speaker, is a nationally known safety expert.  He  will show you the art 
of safety communications. 

Eight Safety/Health Award information downloads / Federal and state officials are set to present awards. 

36 Topics for Breakout Sessions, Compliance safety, OSHA emphasis and much more. 
 

Conference dates: May 7th and 8th  at the Best Western in Hillside, Illinois. 

Questions contact the Illinois Safety Council at (312) 372-9756. 

Chicago ASSE members can attend òSafety & Health Conference and Expoó at the Illinois Safety Council member rate. 

Award submissions and registration discounts deadline is April 10 th.  CEUS awarded through UIC at Chicago .    

 

http://www.emailbrain.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1205867751000&StID=12461&SID=1&EmID=60314690&Link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jaGlzYWZldHljb25mLm9yZw%3D%3D


 

NIOSH Accepting Comments Until June 1st on Health Workersô PPE Plan 
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June 1 is the new deadline for stakeholders to comment on NIOSH's Personal Protective Equipment for 
Healthcare Workers Action Plan, a 66-page document intended to help guide the effort to get the nation's 14 
million health care workers ready for an influenza pandemic. A notice sent Friday and signed by Les Boord, 
director of the agency's National Personal Protective Technology Laboratory, announced the extra time.  

The plan (www.cdc.gov/niosh/review/public/129/pdfs/lttr022208.pdf) was devised after an Institute of 
Medicine panel determined in 2006 that there is an urgent need to address the lack of preparedness for PPE to 
be used during a pandemic. The SARS episode in 2003 had already demonstrated the importance of protecting 
health care workers during mass disease outbreaks, and this was part of the reason for the IOM panel's three 
overall recommendations: 1) understand influenza transmission, 2) commit to workers' safety and appropriate 
use of PPE, and 3) innovate and strengthen PPE design, testing, and certification.  

Training and education will be part of the process of preparing adequately. As the action plan points out, ter-
minology and standard protective gear are at odds in the U.S. medical field and the occupational safety field. 
To medical personnel, respirators are mechanical breathing devices that aid a patient after endotracheal intu-
bation, but in safety respirators are worn device that protect against specific hazardous substances. Medical 
masks are loose-fitting and provide only limited protection. Health care workers will have to be educated 
about the use and role of respirators, the report says.  

To comment about it, send an e-mail to nioshdocket@cdc.gov that is addressed to "129 - NIOSH/NPPTL Draft 
Health Care Workers" and list the author(s), return address, and a phone number. Printed comments may be 
sent to the NIOSH Docket Office, Robert A. Taft Laboratories, MS-C34, 129 - NIOSH/NPPTL Draft Health 
Care Workers, 4676 Columbia Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45226. All comments submitted will be available for 
examination at http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docket/.  

Have a SAFE Day, 

Allan Kaufman, Director 

The Compliance Resource Center 

Phone:  847-298-3063 

Cell:  847-372-3063 

 

 

http://us.f530.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=nioshdocket@cdc.gov&YY=46144&y5beta=yes&y5beta=yes&order=down&sort=date&pos=0
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docket/


 

John Starkman 

 

Melanie Hemmer, Divane Bros. Electric Co. 

(referred by Edward Gorman) 
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Save the Dates 

Here is a list of upcoming meetings, so mark 

your calendars! 

 
5/13/08       
  
6/10/08       

 
 
 

OôHare Airport Field Tour 
 
Dr. Henry Payne, OSHA Training Insti-
tute 

 
 
 

Welcome new member to the Greater Chi-

cago Chapter of ASSE!  We look forward to 

seeing you at an upcoming meeting.  

President     Al Borzych  

 

1st Vice President     Milton Vicenteno 

 

2nd Vice President     Randy Patinka 

  

Secretary     Mark Fifield  

 

Treasurer     Neil Silins 

 

Delegate     Leslie Batterson  

 

Delegate     Marion Synowiec 

 

2008-2009 Greater Chicago Chapter 

OFFICERS SLATE  
 


