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 Our November Meeting is sponsored by the 

 "Construction" Practice Specialty.  

          We look forward to seeing you!  

Do you have a story or safety news that you would like to share?  Contact the 

Newsletter Editor, Dawn Boisvert  at  

dawnboisvert2003@yahoo.com, or call 773-330-0723. 

Lunch and Meeting Pricing:  

Advanced Registration ASSE Members and Guests: $20 

Registration at the Door: $25            Retired Emeritus Members: FREE 

Meeting Information:  

11:30 am Registration  12:00 pm Lunch 

12:45 pm Presentation    1:45 pm Executive Committee  

                                  Meeting (all welcome) 

Cucina Biagio Restaurant , 7313 W. Lawrence, Harwood Heights, IL 

(708-867-4641). Directions: From Downtown, take I-90 West (toward 

OôHare) to Harlem Avenue, exit South. Go approximately 1 mile to  Law-

rence, turn right (West) - on left side of street, about 1 block. 

RSVP to your E -vite  by December 5th or if you prefer you may call Adri-

enne Bolbot at 773-695-5213 and leave a message that includes your 

name, company name and phone number. 

2008ï2009 Executive Committee  

President: Al Borzych  

Phone: 847-468-0325 

Email: aborzych@wowway.com 

1st Vice President: Milton Vicenteno  

Phone: 847-916-7152 

Email:  mvicenteno@freshexpress.com 

2nd Vice President: Randy Patinka  

Phone: 331-425-1210 

Email: randy.patinka@cbre.com 

Secretary: Mark Fifield  

Phone: 773-244-0338 

Email: mark_fifield@administaff.com 

Treasurer: Neil Silins  

Phone: 773-561-6779 

Email: neil.silins@emsenviro.com 

Delegate: Leslie Batterson  

Phone: 312-381-7120 

Email: leslie_batterson@ars.aon.com 

Delegate: Marion Synowiec  

Phone: 312-381-3979 

Email: marion_synowiec@ars.aon.com 

Past President: Maribeth Anderson  

Phone: 773-610-3105 

Email: maribeth.anderson1@gmail.com 

Past President: Linda Rhodes  

Phone: 312-681-2730 

Email: lrhodes@transitchicago.com 
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Presidentôs Report          November 2008 

 

Dear Members: 

 

Talk about time flying!  Itôs the ñHoliday Seasonò and itôs our last meeting of 2008.  Wonôt you join 

us? 

 

Come to the meeting and network with your peers.  Enjoy reminiscing with our members who are 
celebrating their 25th and, yes, 40th anniversaries with ASSE.  Most of all, break bread with friends 

and associates during this meaningful time of the year. 

 

Joining us at this monthôs meeting is Nancy A. Cowles, Executive Director of ñKids in Danger.ò  
Nancy will be accepting a $500 donation from ASSE Greater Chicago on behalf of this non-profit or-
ganization.  She will also relate the story of 16-month old Danny Keyser and his untimely demise 

caused by a portable crib collapsing around his neck. 

 

This Holiday Season, rather than donating toys to other organizations, we will be accepting mone-
tary donations for ñKids in Danger.ò  Your donation, no matter how large or small will be greatly ap-

preciated. 

 

Additionally, Paul Flentge is this monthôs featured speaker.  He will be speaking on construction 

safety.  Paul is a Safety Manager for Pepper Construction Company in Chicago. 

 

The Executive Committee members thank you for your continued support throughout this past year. 

 

May you and your family have a joyous and happy holiday season. 

 

Stay Safe! 

 

Al Borzych 
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Speaker Information 

Paul Flentge 

Presenter:  

Our speaker for this month is Paul Flentge, Safety Director from Pepper Construction Company.  
He has been at Pepper for 22 years.  After working several years in sales & marketing  (BS/
Marketing) , Paul entered the construction industry in the early 80ôs.  Starting in the industry as a 
carpenter, opportunities presented themselves to move into supervision.  Served as superintendent 
on projects within the metro Chicago area including Rush University Medical Center, Allerton Hotel 

renovation, Lincoln Park Zoo/Animal Hospital and The Grace House/Womenôs Facility. 

The transition into his new role as PCC / Safety Director occurred in 2003.  Through a strategic 
planning initiative, the need for new direction and implementation strategies was identified and Paul 
was chosen to lead this effort.  Over the past 5 years, Pepper Construction Company has suc-
ceeded in lowering their incident rate, lost time rate, the severity of injuries and the financial impact 

incurred by 70%.   

  

Presentation:  
 
Planning for Safetyéé..& selling your plan! 

Introduction 

What is a safety plan 

How is it compiled & by whom 

The ñPlanò 

Purpose 

Format 

Topics & specific solutions 

Job specific 

Selling the ñPlanò 

To your team 

To your client 

Summary 

Benefit (short & long term) 

Q & A 
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The year-end is just around the corner as we begin to see the excitement, holiday lights, gifts and gatherings. These 

holidays are a time to celebrate with friends and family...but they can also be a time full of accidents if you're not careful.  

 

Many of the deaths and injuries that occur between Thanksgiving and New Year's Day are directly related to holiday fes-

tivities. The following are some tips from the American Academy of Pediatrics and other great safety organizations. 

 

Lights   

Never use electric lights on a metallic tree. The tree can become charged with electricity from faulty lights, and a per-

son touching a branch could be electrocuted.  

Before using lights outdoors, check labels to be sure they have been certified for outdoor use. To hold lights in place, 

string them through hooks or insulated staples, not nails or tacks. Never pull or tug lights to remove them.  

Check all tree lights-even if you've just purchased them-before hanging them on your tree. Make sure all the bulbs 

work and that there are no frayed wires, broken sockets or loose connections.  

Plug all outdoor electric decorations into circuits with ground fault circuit interrupters to avoid potential shocks.  

Turn off all lights when you go to bed or leave the house. The lights could short out and start a fire. 

Happy Visiting   

Clean up immediately after a holiday party. A toddler could rise early and choke on leftover food or come in contact 

with alcohol or tobacco.  

Remember that the homes you visit may not be childproofed. Keep an eye out for danger spots.  

Keep a laminated list with all of the important phone numbers you or a baby-sitter are likely to need in case of an 

emergency. Include the police and fire department, your pediatrician and the national Poison Help Line, 1-800-222-

1222.  

Traveling, visiting family members, getting presents, shopping, etc., can all increase your child's stress levels. Trying 

to stick to your child's usual routines, including sleep schedules and timing of naps, can help you and your child en-

joy the holidays and reduce stress.  

Fireplaces   

Before lighting any fire, remove all greens, boughs, papers, and other decorations from fireplace area. Check to see 

that the flue is open.  

Use care with "fire salts," which produce colored flames when thrown on wood fires. They contain heavy metals that 

can cause intense gastrointestinal irritation and vomiting if eaten. Keep them away from children.  

Do not burn wrapping papers in the fireplace. A flash fire may result as wrappings ignite suddenly and burn in-

tensely.  

Please remember to enjoy the holiday season by following the few simple suggestions presented.  Make time to get to-

gether with friends and family, and consider reaching out to others in need.  By doing your part, everyone can enjoy a 

safe and happy holiday season. 

Holiday Safety Tips 

From the 1st Vice President, Milton Vicenteno 
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Kaufmanôs Korner                Eye Protection in the Workplace  

(www.thecrcenter.com)   Do You Want to ñSeeò the Holidays? 

 
 ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññðññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññðñññññññññññññññññññññññññ
Every day an estimated 1,000 eye injuries occur in American workplaces. The financial cost of these injuries is enormousïmore than $300 million per 
year in lost production time, medical expenses, and workers compensation. No dollar figure can adequately reflect the personal toll these accidents 

take on the injured workers. 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and the 25 states and territories operating their own job safety and health programs are 

determined to help reduce eye injuries. In concert with efforts by concerned voluntary groups, OSHA has begun a nationwide information campaign to 

improve workplace eye protection. 

Take a moment to think about possible eye hazards at your workplace. A 1980 survey by the Labor Departmentôs Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) of 

about 1,000 minor eye injuries reveals how and why many on-the-job accidents occur. 

WHAT CONTRIBUTES TO EYE INJURIES AT WORK? 

Å Not wearing eye protection. BLS reports that nearly three out of every five workers injured were not wearing eye protection at the time of the accident. 

Å Wearing the wrong kind of eye protection for the job. About 40 of the injured workers were wearing some form of eye protection when the accident occurred. These work-
ers were most likely to be wearing eyeglasses with no side shields, though injuries among employees wearing full-cup or flat-fold side shields occurred, as well. 

WHAT CAUSES EYE INJURIES? 

Å Flying particles. BLS found that almost 70% of the accidents studied resulted from flying or falling objects or sparks striking the eye. Injured workers estimated that nearly 
three-fifths of the objects were smaller than a pin head. Most of the particles were said to be traveling faster than a hand-thrown object when the accident occurred. 

Å Contact with chemicals caused one-fifth of the injuries. Other accidents were caused by objects swinging from a fixed or attached position, like tree limbs, ropes, chains, or 
tools which were pulled into the eye while the worker was using them. 

WHERE DO ACCIDENTS OCCUR MOST OFTEN? 

Craft work; industrial equipment operation. Potential eye hazards can be found in nearly every industry, but BLS reported that more than 40% of injuries studied occurred 
among craft workers, like mechanics, repairers, carpenters, and plumbers. Over a third of the injured workers were operatives, such as assemblers, sanders, and grinding 
machine operators. Laborers suffered about one-fifth of the eye injuries. Almost half the injured workers were employed in manufacturing; slightly more than 20% were in 
construction. 

HOW CAN EYE INJURIES BE PREVENTED? 

Always wear effective eye protection. OSHA standards require that employers provide workers with suitable eye protection. To be effective, the eyewear must be of the 
appropriate type for the hazard encountered and properly fitted. For example, the BLS survey showed that 94% of the injuries to workers wearing eye protection resulted 
from objects or chemicals going around or under the protector. Eye protective devices should allow for air to circulate between the eye and the lens. Only 13 workers injured 
while wearing eye protection reported breakage. 

Nearly one-fifth of the injured workers with eye protection wore face shields or welding helmets. However, only six percent of the workers injured while wearing eye protec-
tion wore goggles, which generally offer better protection for the eyes. Best protection is afforded when goggles are worn with face shields. 

Better training and education. BLS reported that most workers were hurt while doing their regular jobs. Workers injured while not wearing protective eyewear most often 
said they believed it was not required by the situation. Even though the vast majority of employers furnished eye protection at no cost to employees, about 40% of the work-
ers received no eye safety training on where and what kind of eyewear should be used. 
Maintenance: Eye protection devices must be properly maintained. Scratched and dirty devices reduce vision, cause glare and may contribute to accidents. 

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION? 

Å The OSHA website or your nearest OSHA area office. Safety and health experts are available to explain mandatory requirements for effective eye protection and answer 
questions. They can also refer you to an on-site consultation service available in nearly every state through which you can get free, penalty-free advice for eliminating possi-
ble eye hazards, designing a training program, or other safety and health matters. 

o Donôt know where the nearest federal or state office is? Call an OSHA Regional Office at the U.S. Department of Labor in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Chi-
cago, Dallas, Kansas City, Denver, San Francisco, or Seattle. 

Å The National Society to Prevent Blindness. This voluntary health organization is dedicated to preserving sight and has developed excellent information and training materi-
als for preventing eye injuries at work. Its 26 affiliates nationwide may also provide consultation in developing effective eye safety programs. For more information and a 
publications catalog, write the National Society to Prevent Blindness, 79 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016-7896. 

EYE PROTECTION WORKS! 

BLS reported that more than 50% of workers injured while wearing eye protection thought the eyewear had minimized their injuries. But nearly half the workers also felt that 
another type of protection could have better prevented or reduced the injuries they suffered. 

It is estimated that 90% of eye injuries can be prevented through the use of proper protective eyewear. That is our goal and, by working together, OSHA, employers, work-
ers, and health organizations can make it happen. 

This is one of a series of fact sheets highlighting U.S. Department of Labor programs. It is intended as a general description only and does not carry the force of legal opin-
ion. This information will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone: (202) 523-8151. TDD message referral phone: 1-800-326-2577. 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Program Highlights 
Fact Sheet No. OSHA 92-03  

http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/osha/index.htm
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KID (Kids in Danger)  

Nancy A. Cowles will be at our November meeting  

To receive a donation from our Chapter  

About KID  

 

Kids In Danger (KID) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting children by improving chil-
dren's product safety.  
 
KID was founded in 1998 by the parents of sixteen-month-old Danny Keysar who died in his Chi-
cago childcare home when a portable crib collapsed around his neck.  
 
Although the portable crib had been recalled five years earlier, word of its danger had not reached 
Dannyôs parents, caregiver, or a state inspector who visited the home just eight days before Dannyôs 
death.  
 
To date, 16 children have died in cribs of similar faulty design. And portable cribs are just one of the 

myriad children's products that may prove to be dangerous. 

 

Dannyôs Story 

 

On May 12, 1998, 16-month-old Daniel Keysar (pictured at right) was stran-
gled to death at his licensed childcare facility when a Playskool Travel-Lite 
portable crib collapsed, trapping his neck in the "V" of its folded rails.  
 
Shortly thereafter, Danny's parents, University of Chicago professors Linda 
Ginzel and Boaz Keysar, discovered that the Playskool Travel-Lite crib had 
been recalled in 1993. Three children died in these cribs before the recall and 
a fourth in 1995. Danny became the crib's fifth victim.  
 
A 10-month-old New Jersey baby, became the sixth child to be strangled to death by the Playskool 
crib just three months later.  
 
From 1990 to 1997 more than 1.5 million portable cribs with a similar dangerous design were manu-
factured. A total of 16 children have been killed by these types of cribs.  
 
Mobilizing their grief into a movement of positive change, Danny's parents founded KID after they 
discovered their son's death was not an accident, as they had originally thought, but a tragedy that 
occurred as the result of a flawed system.  
 
Today KID is working to reform the juvenile product system so that potentially dangerous products 

never reach the marketplace. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml99/99021.html
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 KID (Kids in Danger)  
 

 

KID Mission  

 

To fulfill its mission, KID:  

Í Reaches out to parents, caregivers, service providers and others through workshops on danger-

ous childrenôs products, media coverage, speaking engagements, and printed materials; 

Í Works in each state to institute the Children's Product Safety Act, legislation that prohibits the 
sale of dangerous children's products or their use in childcare facilities, and, nationally, to push for 

independent pre-market testing of children's products; 

Í Encourages designers and engineers to build safety into each product and promotes the devel-

opment of the safest products possible for our children. 

 

KIDôs goal is to create a secure environment for children by ensuring that safer products are manu-
factured, improving recall effectiveness, and encouraging parents and caregivers to remove danger-
ous or recalled products from homes and childcare centers. 
 
 

KID says:  Protect Your Child  

 

Many parents believe that buying a popular brand name product, using a hand-me-down product 
that has already been "kid-tested", or buying an expensive product means that it will be safe. How-
ever, these beliefs do not mean a product is safe.  
 
The problem is that most juvenile products in this country are NOT required to undergo safety test-
ing before they are sold. So regardless of how popular, how new, or how expensive your product is, 
until there is more stringent mandatory safety testing there is no reliable way to be sure it is safe.  
 
Today there is little mandatory safety testing. Companies can choose to meet voluntary standards, 

but often those voluntary standards are inadequate to test for hazardous products. 

 

Check the KID website at www.kidsindanger.com to learn more.   
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Professional Development Information  

Title Location Dates Registration/additional Info 

Essentials of Safety Shiller Park, IL Dec 7 - 10 www.trainosha.com ïor- 1800-206-6705 

Safety 2009 Professional Develop-

ment Conference & Exposition 
San Antonio, TX June 28-July 1 www.asse.org  -or- 847-699-2929 

ASP, CSP Math Review DesPlaines, IL Dec 7  Mar 15 www.asse.org  -or- 847-699-2929 

ASP Workshop DesPlaines, IL Dec 8-10     Mar 16

-18 
www.asse.org  -or- 847-699-2929 

CSP Workshop DesPlaines, IL Dec 11-13   Mar 19

-21 
www.asse.org  -or- 847-699-2929 

How to Excel at Managing and Super-

vising People 
Chicago, IL       

Kankakee, IL     Naper-

ville, IL                Oak 

Brook, IL       Schaum-

burg, IL 

Dec 2 ï 3          

Dec 4 ï 5          
Nov 3 ï 4          
Dec 8 ï 9           

Dec 10 ï 11 

www.skillpath.com ïor- 1-800-873-7546     ïor-1-913-

677-3200 

Seminarfest Las Vegas, NV Feb 8 ï 14 www.asse.org  -or- 847-699-2929 

CSP Online Review           Free Study 

Questions 
Online Oct 7 ï Dec 2 www.bowenEHS.com ïor- 1-866-264-5852 

Reducing Losses from Occupational 

Health Risks and Environmental Expo-

sures 

Rosemont, IL July 27 ï 28 www.asse.org  -or- 847-699-2929 

Managing the Business Aspects of 

Safety 
Rosemont, IL July 29 - 31 www.asse.org  -or- 847-699-2929 

Building a Successful Safety Culture 

Symposium 
Costa Mesa, CA Jan 22 - 23 www.asse.org  -or- 847-699-2929 

Lunchtime atop a Skyscraper  

Lunchtime atop a Skyscraper (New York Construction Workers Lunching on a 
Crossbeam) is a famous photograph  taken by Charles C. Ebbets during construc-
tion of the RCA Building  (presently named GE Building) at Rockefeller Center 
in 1932. 

The photograph depicts 11 men eating lunch, seated on a girder with their feet 
dangling hundreds of feet above the New York City  streets. Ebbets took the 

photo on September 29, 1932, and it appeared in the New York Herald Tribune in 
its Sunday photo supplement on October 2. Taken on the 69th floor of the GE 

Building during the last several months of construction, the photo Resting on a 
Girder shows the same workers napping on the beam. 

The copyright owner of the photograph, the Bettman Archive , did not recog-
nize Charles C. Ebbets as the photographer until October 2003 (reportedly after 
months of investigation by a private investigation firm). However, many post-
ers and prints of the photograph continue to list the artist as 'Unknown'.  

 

 

http://www.trainosha.com
http://www.asse.org
http://www.asse.org
http://www.asse.org
http://www.asse.org
http://www.skillpath.com
http://www.asse.org
http://www.bowenEHS.com
http://www.asse.org
http://www.asse.org
http://www.asse.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photograph
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_C._Ebbets
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GE_Building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1932
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Herald_Tribune
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bettman_Archive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Lunch-atop-a-skyscraper-c1932.jpg
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A10.40 Standard Available  
The voluntary consensus standard, " Reduction of Musculoskeletal Problems in Construc-
tion " (ANSI/ASSE A10.40 -2007), is available through ASSE: click here .  
 
On July 17, 2008, ANSI dismissed the Coalition's appeal of the A10.40 standard and declared the appeals 

process completed. ANSI BSR approved the standard on July 23, 2007.  
 
The A10.40 standard applies to construction work where there may be risk factors, which could lead to 
musculoskeletal problems for construction workers, but it does not apply to office or administrative work 
performed by construction companies.  
 

Potential solutions in the standard aimed at reducing incidence of musculoskeletal problems include risk 
elimination, substitution, use of engineering controls, administrative changes, training, use of protective 
equipment and assessment of individuals' physical capabilities. The standard also includes a risk assess-
ment guide, a construction musculoskeletal problem checklist, a return -to -work checklist, a list of re-
sources, key terms and definitions and a list of nonoccupational risk factors such as age, strength and 
gender.  

An estimated 5 million workers are required to wear respirators in 1.3 million workplaces throughout 

the U.S. 

Join Nancy Hauter, Compliance Assistance Specialist from the U.S. Dept. of Labor, OSHA, as she 

provides an overview of identifying respiratory hazards and deciding how best to protect workers. 

This is an opportunity to anonymously ask OSHA about your individual compliance concerns. 

December 16, 2008 at 10:00 A.M. CST ï 11:00 AM CST 

Or 

December 18, 2008 at 2:00 P.M. CST ï 3:00 PM CST 

Register online today at https://graingeronthejob.webex.com  

              

           © 2008 W.W. Grainger, Inc.  

On The Job Webinar Series  

Respiratory Protection: A Life or Death Issue  

https://www.asse.org/cartpage.php?link=A10-40-2007
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Practice Specialty Technical Publications Go Digital  

In the spirit of going green, ASSE will switch to a digital format for all its practice specialty technical 
publications. As of January 2009, the technical publications will be available in electronic format only 
and accessible through a secure website. Practice specialty members will receive directions for ac-
cessing the publications before the switch is made. 
 
Visit ASSEôs homepage to update your information, if necessary, to ensure ASSE that has your 
valid e-mail address. You may also contact ASSEôs Customer Service Department at (847) 699-

2929.   

 Member Service Recognition  

American Society of Safety Engineers and the Greater Chicago Chapter recognizes and Thanks the 

following members for their loyal and dedicated service to the Society and Chapter. Congratulations! 

  

            25 Years: 

                        - Sam Sakellaris 

                        - Robert Frank 

                        - Andrew Johnson 

                        - Michael Marshall 

                        - John Benkert 

  

            40 Years 

                        - Ronald McCann 
 

http://www.asse.org/
http://us.mc530.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=customerservice@asse.org&subject=Udpate%20member%20information
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UIC Students elect Chapter Executive Committee  

President Al Borzych says, we are proud to announce that the the first officers of the UIC Student 

Chapter have been elected. At a meeting on campus Tuesday, October 7, students elected the fol-

lowing members as their founding executive committee. The officers are:     

 

Anders Abelmann - President 

Hyoung Frank Ryou - Vice President 

James Piatek - Treasurer 

Elizabeth Contreras - Secretary 

                                                        OOPS ! 

    

 

                   òAre you driving too fast?ó 

50812                                                                                             rfm 



Chirag Patel       Gregory Tiltz 

University of Illinois at Chicago     Aldridge Electric 

 Referred by Lorraine Conroy     Referred by Gary Erisman 

          

Ramon Lopez        James Piatek 

University of Illinois at Chicago     University of Illinois at Chicago 

 Referred by Steven Lacey     Referred by Steven Lacey 

 

Ausrine Karaitis 

University of Illinois at Chicago 
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Welcome new members to the Greater Chicago Chapter of ASSE!  We look forward to 

seeing you at an upcoming meeting. 

Mark Your Calendar with the Following Dates  

2008-2009 Chapter Speakers 

 

Anita N. Worden/Erin Black -- Lean and Ergonomics - Jan. 13, 2009 

Marian Kelly , Super Bugs - Feb. 10, 2008 

Matt Johnson , AED ð March 10, 2009 

Jeff SnyderñDealing with a Hazardous Spill ñ Apr. 14, 2009 

Field TripñBrookfield Zooñ May 12, 2009 

Emma F. HooksñPatient and Employee Safety in a Healthcare EnvironmentñJune 9, 2009 


